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What is a Voluntary Local Review?

A process through which 
local governments 
undertake a voluntary 
review of their progress 
towards delivering the 
2030 Agenda and the 
SDGs

A VLR allows the local government to 
listen to the needs of its people and 
reflect them into local policymaking

A VLR invites self-reflection, by 
diagnosing the state and pointing to 
pathways for better localization of 

the SDGs

A VLR provides for a process that is 
data-driven and can be used to plan 
for action to achieve the future we 

want

A VLR gives a local take on the global 
conversation on sustainable 

development



Synergy 
between VLRs 
and COVID-19 
Recovery 
Process 

Responding effectively to the 
pandemic and working towards the 
realization of the SDGs go 
hand-in-hand.

SDGs
As the UNGA President puts it, “Use 
SDGs as blueprint to recover better 
from COVID-19”

VLRs
Recovery planning processes have 
many features and components of 
the VLR such as stakeholder 
engagement, holistic reviews, 
setting out future plans etc.

The COVID-19 crisis

“It has exposed stark global 
inequities, fragilities and 

unsustainable practices that 
pre-date this pandemic and 
have intensified its impact”

COVID-19 recovery
It should seize opportunities to 
go beyond “Business As Usual”, 

addressing structural issues that 
have existed in cities before the 

pandemic



Regional Guidelines on VLRs



Getting started: The VLR process



Integrating national and local review of the SDGs

Fill information gaps

Enhance vertical and 
horizontal coordination

Broaden stakeholder 
engagement

Strengthen legitimacy of local 
follow-up and review of the 

SDGs



Operationalizing VNR-VLR integration

Basis for effective integration Actions to consider



Subang Jaya’s VLR experience

• VLR report outlines steps taken by 
the City Council to address the 
COVID-19 pandemic

• Learnings from the pandemic 
response has made the City Council 
rethink and revaluate certain 
processes



Lessons learned during the VLR pilot

High-level 
political 
support

Enabling 
environment

Dedicated 
team

Technical 
capacity

SDG 
awareness

Meaningful 
stakeholder 
engagement

Vertical 
coordination



Thank you

https://www.unescap.org/resources/asia-pac
ific-regional-guidelines-voluntary-local-review
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