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VLRs: Global Overview

Status of VLRs globally
• UN-Habitat-UCLG Guidelines Vol.2 (April 2021) counts 69 local reviews
- 39 in May 2020; more than 90 foreseen by end of 2021.
• VLRs have been published in four continents.
• They have been issued by all kinds of sub-national governments
(São Paulo; Shimokawa; Florence).
• Mixed approach: formulated by the incumbent local administration’s
sustainable development strategy vs. crowdsourced from the
grassroots.
• Geographic distribution is still moderately unbalanced. Europe and
Latin America account for well over a half of currently published
documents.
• New modes of local reporting on SDG implementation have also
emerged – Voluntary Sub-National Reviews (VSRs)

Potential of VLRs
VLRs have the potential to:
• Enable political dialogue on sustainable development
• Stimulate new participatory and inclusive process and facilitate civic
engagement in policy-making processes
• Enhance transparency and strengthening the social contract
• Provide priorities and guidance for strategic planning – and
articulation with local development strategies
• Elaborate and improve local data and indicators ecosystems
• Orient local budgets and attract funds and financing

VLR are a powerful tool for
accelerating the localization of the SDGs

Connecting VLRs-VNRs

VLRs and VNRs: Global Overview
The VLR-VNR connection is increasingly at the center of national,
regional and global debates :

• UN General Assembly resolution for the review the HLPF
mechanism mentions VLRs
• UN Regional Commissions to host cities and VLRs debates in the
Regional Forums for Sustainable Development
• Updated version of Handbook for VNRs mentions VLRs
• UN Resident Coordinators Offices are working with central
governments to include cities and VLRs in the official VNR drafting
process – SDG localization more and more central
• UN-Habitat-UCLG Guidelines for VLRs Vol.2 : Towards a New
Generation of VLRs. Exploring the VLR-VNR Link

VLRs and VNRs: Global Overview

From 2016 to 2021, 258
VNRs have been published
by 176 countries
On average, around 94
Voluntary Local Reviews
have been published
from 26 countries.
A total of 15 countries have

published a VNR and VLR
in the same year

2016: Germany
2017: Belgium and Brazil
2018: Australia
2019: United Kingdom
2020: Finland and Peru
2021: China, Japan, Denmark,
Malaysia, Mexico, Norway,
Spain and Sweden
VLRs Municipalities/ Regions
VNRs Countries

VLR Guidelines Vol.2 : Key Findings
The expansion
of subnational SDG
reporting has
exceeded
expectations

Bottom-up reporting efforts are
acting as catalysts
for enhanced multilevel
governance and triggering
innovation in SDG coordination
mechanisms

Indicators and data
are essential drivers
for the emergence
of new venues
of multi-level collaboration.

If implemented with
a “whole-of-society” and “wholeof-government” approach,
the SDGs can positively reinforce
the social contract at all levels.

VLR Guidelines Vol.2 : Recommendations
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Promote national enabling
environments for subnational
reporting

●
●
●

Localization as a substantive dimension in the national strategies

Strengthen Voluntary Local
Reviews and their environment

●
●
●
●

Create local mechanisms for structural and periodic review
Promote inclusive participation
Strengthen data environments at the local level
Encourage local government associations capacities

●
●

Identify how VLRs and VNRs can add value to one another

●

Facilitate collaborative and multi-level data environments

●
●

Strengthen cooperation between UN agencies and institutions.
Further strengthen local governments’ participation in regional
and global international processes.
Continue developing and disseminating VLR guidelines.

Enhance the VLR-VNR
connection

Create an international
environment to support
subnational reporting

●

Mainstreaming of the SDGs into national and local
Develop a multi-level collaborative culture of governance

Include local and regional governments in the national SDG
reporting and follow-up processes

VLRs-VNRs in Asia Pacific

VLR-VNR in Asia-Pacific: Overview
12 VNRs from ESCAP countries in 2021: Azerbaijan, China, Indonesia,

Pakistan, Japan, Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Bhutan, Marshall Islands, Lao People’s Democratic
Republic
LRG participation in VNRs rose from 31% to 44% in the period from 2016 to

2021
• Japan: VNR includes a section dedicated to local governments and
to the SDGs Future Cities programme, as well as a box on VLRs.
• Indonesia: reference to Surabaya’s VLR and to the “Village SDGs”
programme
• Thailand: section dedicated to SDG localization and to Nakhon Si
Thammarat’s VLR process (supported by ESCAP)

VLR-VNR in Malaysia
Six cities have initiated the VLR process:
comprising Shah Alam, Kuala Lumpur, Subang Jaya,
Putrajaya, Alor Gajah and Malacca City

Malaysian cities are drafting their VLR based upon
existing planning and development blueprints such as
Structure Plans, Local Plans and Local Agenda 21
programs, in line with the National Physical Plan and
National Urbanisation Policy
With support of UN-Habitat and Urbanice Malaysia,

cities presenting a VLR were invited to
contribute to the VNR and to present a paper to the
Technical Working Groups coordinating the inclusion
of the contributions of different stakeholders to the
national report.

Example of coordination National Government –
UN – Cities – National Stakeholders

Way Ahead

Way ahead
We have now successful examples of VLR-VNR connection. Local and national governments
can now access instruments and experiences to strengthen their cooperation.

Localization at the center of national and local development agendas. UNCTs and national
partners working to strengthen multilevel cooperation for SDG implementation and reporting.
Invest in capacity building and orientation for local and national governments.

Keep promoting dialogue and exchanges at national, regional and global level.
Key (global) events
❏ Launch Local 2030 Coalition – SDG Moment, 20 September 2021
❏ Urban October 2021
❏ SDG Cities Global Conference – 31 October 2021, Shanghai
❏ UNGA High Level Meeting for the Review of the NUA Implementation - April 2022
❏ World Urban Forum – June 2022, Katowice
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Martino Miraglia
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Governments
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UN-Habitat VLR website
https://unhabitat.org/topics/voluntary-local-reviews

